
E-Mails from Leon Smith Regarding Dutton Property 
 
--------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Leon H Smith <fareedlhs@hotmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Mar 5, 2022, 12:33 PM 
Subject: Re: Dutton Property 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, seeleyhj@gmail.com 
<seeleyhj@gmail.com>, dbrown9926@gmail.com <dbrown9926@gmail.com>, 
lindseyfuentes@gmail.com <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>, Farhad Khan 
<Fkhan63@icloud.com>, bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com 
<bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com> 
 

Hello again, 
 
After conducting a little research this morning, I would like to add to my previous e-mail: 
 
The Conservation Commission and Planning Commission of the Town have overtly been 
infiltrated by special interests. There are innumerable conflicts of interest: With few exceptions, 
the presence of connections to Amy Sheldon (VT Legislator), her husband Asher's firm VIA (one 
of his employee's is on the PC), MALT, Middlebury College (all 6 members of the CC are either 
employees of MC or closely connected), and so on, are enough to make anyone wonder how 
many of the actions the Commissions take are clearly shaped, molded and funded for the benefit 
of their parochial interests. 
 
I firmly request that before taking any action on the Dutton property that the SB examine these 
conflicts of interest. The Town should not be funding the private interests of individuals or special 
groups. Conservation decisions should take into account ALL interests in the Town. There is a 
shameful absence of representation for any interests other than those of radical 
environmentalists. Where are the business interests? Where are the sportsmen's interests? Is 
pushing the Town to 30% conserved and then 50%, in line with their views? Is the agenda of the 
CC and PC really in-line with Town interests? Are outside views being shut out? Do the townsfolk 
even know where these commissions are leading them? 
 
Lastly, I would like to go back to the decision taken to grant Jeremy Parker access on a very 
dangerous corner. I was stunned by the SB's decision to grant access. I seriously wonder if 
conflicts of interest were at work behind the scenes or if SB members’ opinions were swayed by 
their connections to those involved. Today we are talking about purchasing the Dutton parcel of 
land adjacent to the Means Woods along a town trail for the sum of $250,000 for "conservation", 
yet where was the CC when the Bushey parcel was up for sale? Need I remind the SB of the firm 
that designed the half mile driveway and project? Need I remind the SB of who sits on the Addison 
County Bike Club that now has trails through the parcel and the Dutton parcel? 
 



Open your eyes folks. The SB is allowing itself to be led around by the nose. It is your responsibility 
as elected representatives to act as a check on these unelected commissions. The CC and PC 
ignored the Bushey parcel, but last week, the town is endorsing funding the land trust's latest 
acquisition of the Butlers' "private hunting preserves", as I call them. This week, we are talking 
about preserving the Dutton parcel for mountain biking trails? Whose interests is the SB 
upholding? 
 
Leon H Smith 
(802) 771-5434 

 
From: Leon H Smith 
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 7:46 PM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>; seeleyhj@gmail.com <seeleyhj@gmail.com>; 
dbrown9926@gmail.com <dbrown9926@gmail.com>; lindseyfuentes@gmail.com 
<lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>; Farhad Khan <Fkhan63@icloud.com>; 
bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com <bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Dutton Property  
  
Good evening All, 
 
If the Town decides to acquire the Dutton parcel, I strongly request that the parcel remain open for 
hunting. As a local ethical and safe hunter, who hunts solely to provide meat for his family, there 
are not many places left in town to hunt. Many parcels are posted, such as the Butler parcel that 
the Town is funding the acquisition of development rights, or within 500 feet of homes and 
structures and therefore unsafe to hunt. 
 
While firearms are not permitted to be discharged in Means Woods, I would not like to see this 
extended to any new land acquisitions. 
 
The conservation of land should not be solely for those that enjoy hiking, mountain biking, etc. 
Their voices are overly represented in conservation matters. 
 
I will try to attend the upcoming meeting to speak further in this matter. 
 
Leon H Smith 
802-771-5434 
 


